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 Yesterday, Holy Saturday, would have been a good day to hide. The 

drama of Christ’s crucifixion was over – Good Friday had passed – but fear 

still hung in the air. The lifeless body of Jesus was proof of death, but the 

prophecy of resurrection was still whispered in the background. While the 

threat of a messianic takeover seemed nullified, the disruption Jesus caused 

was real. 

 There were blind people who could see, a dead person who was alive 

now, sick people who were healed, and many more miracles too numerous 

to count! 

 In the silence of Holy Saturday, there still was noise. This noise must 

have made the followers of Jesus want to hide in the dark. Holy Saturday 

was a good day for the followers of Jesus to disappear! Yet with all that was 

against them, two men refused to remain in the dark – Joseph of Arimathea 

and Nicodemus. Both considered themselves followers of Jesus even though 

they had previously hidden their faith in fear of their lives. Yet both felt 

compelled to come out of the dark. Both felt to come out of hiding on the 

day that they had good reason to fear – the day the Savior was crucified! 

 What drove them to come out after being hidden for so long? What 

made Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus come out of the dark? Why did 

they come into the light? 

 Was it because the request for Jesus’ body was so benign that they 

were confident no one would suspect their devotion? Or perhaps they came 

forward because they had no other choice?  

 

 What drove you to view this Easter service today? What made you 

come out of the dark of this world to this service? Why did you come into 

the light of this worship service? 

 During this time of shelter in place due to the coronavirus, why are 

you viewing this Easter service? During our social distancing, why are you 

watching this? The world is a very dark place with over 100,000 now gone 

from Covid 19, why have you let the light of this Easter service into your 

home? 

 

 

 

 



 Discipleship is costly! But when Christ gave his all, even secret 

disciples feel the need to come into the light. The boldness of the cross 

inspires a necessary boldness in us to care for our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 Following Jesus will always cost us something. Yes, at times it will be 

easier to hide in darkness, the cross reminds us that all things must come to 

light. At times it will be easier to stay silent, but Jesus’ sacrifice makes us 

lean into the tomb to see the light of Christ. The farther we go into the tomb 

and find it empty, the more devoted we become. And the more devoted we 

are, the more willing we will be to let go and risk our lives for the One who 

risked it all for us!   

  

An Easter vigil is held sometime between sunset on Holy Saturday 

and sunrise on Easter Sunday, while it is dark. We are taping this Easter 

service on Maundy Thursday but I am planning to do something special at 

sunrise on Easter Sunday. I have sent out an Easter greetings with this plan.  

For over 20 years I have either led or been involved in a sunrise 

service on Easter. This year I was very excited to be involved in the sunrise 

service on the Bethany Beach Boardwalk, but it was canceled. So my plan 

for sunrise on Easter Sunday to end my Easter vigil is to travel to the church 

parking lot at 6am on Easter morning. I am going to park facing the ocean. 

For 15 minutes I will be in silent prayer for my family, friends, and our 

church in my car. The sunrise is scheduled to rise at 6:29am. I will remain in 

parking lot for an additional 15 minutes to prayer for all those on my prayer 

list and the church’s prayer list. I will then drive home. 

I personally feel that I need to see the sunrise on this Easter. With 

everything going on in our country and the world, I need to see the sunrise 

and in that sunrise to remember that Christ arose! I have encouraged you in a 

sharing that was sent by email to you to either join me in the parking lot or 

get up and watch the sunrise at your home or where ever you wish to go. 

Consider doing the same thing that I will be doing and give up a half hour in 

prayer for our world. If you do this please send me an email at 

teachpast@gmail.com, text me, or call me at 570-317-7541 and share your 

experience. I hope to share with you next week the results of this special 

prayer time at sunrise on Easter.     

 

 

 

 

 



 Have you ever entered an unknown dark room? Have you ever 

entered a dark room in which you have never been in before? When I enter 

such a room, I first search along the walls for a light switch. I check with the 

right hand wall first because that is usually where the light switch is. If I can 

not feel the light switch, I check the left hand side wall. I want to find the 

light switch to create light for the dark room. If I cannot find the light 

switch, I will walk back out of the dark room and ask someone near me for 

help – ‘Can you tell me where the light switch is?’ If no one is near, I will 

peak my head in and squint and strain my eyes in hope that I see the light 

switch. I can even remember a time when I have stumbled and bumped into 

many things in a dark room hunting for the light switch. That memory is 

very vivid and I can still feel the bumps and bruises I received! 

 

 When the women are on the way to the tomb, they wonder who is 

going to roll the stone away from the tomb. It is a legitimate and 

understandable concern for them, the stone is too big and heavy and the two 

of them together will not be able to move it. I wonder if they were counting 

on the mercy of the Roman soldiers to help them or maybe they were 

planning to grab a passerby to help with the gruesome task before them.  

 Also they were looking for someone to turn the light switch on for 

them. This day seems very dark for them. Their light and their faith has been 

turned off and killed. Both of them are looking for a light switch! The person 

they believed was the ‘Light of the World’ is dead and where is their light to 

come from? The person who said – ‘I am the light of the world’, is now dark 

and dead. Where is the light? I can see both of them approaching the tomb in 

distress, in sorrow, and in darkness.  

  

 Are you looking for someone to turn the light switch on for you? This 

day seems very dark for us. Our light and our faith often get turned off. Are 

you looking for a light switch? The person you believe is the ‘Light of the 

World’ is dead in your life and where is your light to come from? The 

person who said – ‘I am the light of the world’, is now dark and dead in your 

life. Where is the light? I could see some of you approaching in distress, in 

sorrow, and in darkness.  

 Are you looking for someone to turn the light switch on for you in this 

time of a world pandemic? These days of sheltering in place seem very dark. 

Our light and our faith seemed very strained. Are you looking for a light 

switch? The person who said – ‘I am the light of the world’, now seems dark 

and dead in your life. Where is the light? I can see some of you approaching 

this time of the coronavirus in distress, in sorrow, and in darkness. 



 When the two women got to the tomb and saw that the rock had been 

rolled away, instead of being glad, they were terrified. It certainly was not 

what they expected. Even though Jesus said this would happen, they fully 

assumed they would find a corpse in a sealed tomb. When the two women 

looked inside of the tomb, their fear still persisted. It was not until they 

spoke to the gardener who really was Jesus did their light get turned back 

on! In the moment they realized that Jesus was alive and standing before 

them, their light got turned on!   

 In retrospect, more than 2,000 years later, we all know exactly what 

happened! Do we? 

 

 When you started viewing this Easter service, were you glad or sad? 

Even though the Bible says today would happen, we often assume the story 

of Christ’s resurrection is made up. When we look at the sunrise, do our 

fears still persist? Is it not until we proclaim that Jesus has resurrected, that 

our light is turned back on? In this moment, I hope that you realize that Jesus 

is alive. I hope your light has been turned on! 

 When you think of Easter, you probably think of children in new 

cloths and dresses. Easter is a time of glorious celebration, not a time of 

insolation and sadness. When we look at the sunrise, do our fears of the 

coronavirus still persist? We truly need to proclaim that Jesus has 

resurrected on this Easter. We truly need to shout that our light has turned 

back on. In this moment, I hope that you realize that Jesus is alive and this 

time of worship has made you feel better! I hope your light has been turned 

on! 

 The miracle of our faith is that the tomb was and is empty. The 

miracle of our faith is indeed very good news. While our lives maybe still be 

filled with darkness and our spirits may sometimes be lacking, may we 

always walk with the women to the tomb. May we find the stone rolled away 

and the tomb empty. And may we comprehend through the sad times of our 

lives the certainty that the women felt this day so long ago. May we, in times 

of despair, find the gift of eternal life that Christ has given us.  

 

 Oh, YES my friends, He arose – He arose – yes indeed Christ arose! 

 

 Let us pray: 

 God of miracles, thank you for the empty tomb! Help us to dwell fully 

with the weight of the grave so that we might understand it better.

 AMEN.   


